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Message to the Senate Transmitting
World Intellectual Property
Organization Treaties

July 28, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the World Intellectual
Property Organization Copyright Treaty and
the World Intellectual Property Organization
Performances and Phonograms Treaty, done
at Geneva on December 20, 1996, and signed
by the United States on April 12, 1997. Also
transmitted is the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaties.

These Treaties are in the best interests of
the United States. They ensure that inter-
national copyright rules will keep pace with
technological change, thus affording impor-
tant protection against piracy for U.S.
rightsholders in the areas of music, film,
computer software, and information prod-
ucts. The terms of the Treaties are thus con-
sistent with the United States policy of en-
couraging other countries to provide ade-
quate and effective intellectual property pro-
tection.

Legislation is required to implement cer-
tain provisions of the Treaties. Legislation is
also required to ensure that parties to the
Treaties are granted, under U.S. copyright
law, the rights to which they are entitled
under the Treaties. That legislation is being
prepared and is expected to be submitted
shortly.

I recommend, therefore, that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Per-
formances and Phonograms Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification, subject
to a declaration under Article 15(3) of the
WIPO Performances and Phonograms Trea-
ty described in the accompanying State De-
partment report.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 28, 1997.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Protection
of National Information
Infrastructure
July 28, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 1061 of the National

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1997, attached is a report, with attachments,
covering Policy on Protection of National In-
formation Infrastructure Against Strategic
Attack.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 28, 1997.

Remarks at the Funeral Service for
Justice William J. Brennan, Jr.
July 29, 1997

Mrs. Brennan, members of the Brennan
family, Justices of the Supreme Court, Mem-
bers of Congress, the administration, Father
Jordan, Father O’Hara, Monsignor:
Throughout our history, a few powerful
ideals have transformed the lives of our peo-
ple. And throughout our history, there have
been a few individuals so devoted to those
ideals they could hammer them on the anvil
of history to reshape our land and our future.

Often, when our Nation could have frac-
tured, a few have stepped into the breach,
bringing us together and moving us forward.
Justice Brennan found the ideals in the Con-
stitution time and time again. And time and
time again, he stepped into the breach to
hammer them on the anvil of our history,
saving us from our darker impulses and al-
ways pulling us together and pushing us for-
ward. We thank God for his life and work,
for Justice Brennan’s America is America at
its best. Today we recall his decency and
grace which made out of his philosophical
foes some close, personal friends. We recall
his humor and humility, we recall his pride
in his own heritage and the stunning, almost
inexplicable empathy that enabled him to
walk in the shoes of those whose lives were
so very different from his own. We recall him
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as a legal giant, the balance wheel who mold-
ed the Supreme Court into an instrument
of liberty and equality during tumultuous
times.

For Justice Brennan, the phrases of our
Constitution were not archaic abstractions
but living, vibrant guarantees of the freedom
and equality God has given us. Because of
him, those old words came alive in our lives
as well. Think of it: Today, the votes of all
Americans have equal weight because of Jus-
tice Brennan. The press can freely and
robustly debate the great issues of the day
because of Justice Brennan. Mr. Justice,
you’ll have to forgive the elected officials
here if we have, time to time, doubted the
wisdom of that decision—[laughter]—which
probably proves its correctness. Women can
break down the barriers of discrimination in
the workplace because of Justice Brennan.
The basic freedoms of the Bill of Rights apply
to every State in America, giving ordinary
citizens redress when their rights have been
violated by government because of Justice
Brennan. Lives were lifted up and Americans
summoned to live to our highest ideals be-
cause of Justice Brennan.

As a young man growing up in the South,
I lived through the shame of segregation. I
know what it meant when the Supreme
Court spoke unanimously and said Little
Rock Central High School must open its
doors to all. Then, I knew things would never
be the same. Now, I know that this trans-
formation was written into our law by Justice
Brennan. He became a hero to me, a model
for law and service, a real belief to me that
if law could serve justice and equality then,
25 years ago, young people like Hillary and
me could go into the law, because we
thought, like him, we could make a dif-
ference by upholding the Constitution’s dig-
nity and meaning and working to make it
more real in the lives of all Americans.

One of the greatest honors of my Presi-
dency was to bestow on him, and post-
humously his friend Justice Marshall, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Tonight the Sun will set over the hills of
Arlington National Cemetery on the first
night of Justice Brennan’s residence there.
But the life he lived will never be extin-
guished, and the life he breathed into our

most cherished ideals will never die. He
loved his country fiercely. He gave himself
to it fully. He strengthened it profoundly,
and we are all better for it. We thank God
for his life and commend his soul to the Al-
mighty.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. at St.
Matthew’s Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred
to Justice Brennan’s widow, Mary; Father Milton
E. Jordan, pastor, Mother Seton Parish, German-
town, MD; Father John O’Hara, priest, Diocese
of Arlington; and Monsignor Ronald Jameson, rec-
tor, St. Matthew’s Cathedral.

Remarks on the Balanced Budget
Agreement
July 29, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Ladies
and gentlemen, we have the pleasure of an-
nouncing today an historic agreement that
will benefit generations of Americans. Last
night we reached agreement with Congress
on detailed legislation to balance the budget
in a way that honors our values, invests in
our people, and cuts taxes for middle class
families. After decades of deficits, we have
put America’s fiscal house in order again.

Above all, we are investing in education,
America’s most important priority. I am par-
ticularly pleased that the first balanced budg-
et in a generation is also the best education
budget in a generation and the best for future
generations.

This agreement meets my goal of bal-
ancing the budget in a way that honors our
values, invests in our people, and prepares
America for the 21st century. It is very, very
good for our country. It’s a victory for every
parent who wants a good education for their
children, for every child in a poor household
who needs health care, for every immigrant
struggling to make it here, for every family
working to build a secure future. It is the
best investment we can make in America’s
future.

Let me underscore the magnitude of this
achievement. Four and a half years ago,
when this administration took office, Ameri-
ca’s budget deficit was $290 billion and ris-
ing. We put in place a comprehensive eco-
nomic strategy to cut the deficit and invest
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